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In Memory of Jim Gilley 
 
James William “Jim” Gilley, 82, went to sleep in the Lord on De-
cember 28, 2022 in Clermont, Florida after a month-long battle 
with Covid pneumonia and Legionnaires’ disease. Jim was born in 
Dallas, Texas on October 17, 1940 to John and Pauline Gilley. He 
was the fourth of five children who have preceded him in death: Ed, 
Mary, John and Paul. Raised in Tyler and Dallas, Texas, Jim started 
his formal education at Southwestern Junior College (now South-
western Adventist University) in Keene, Texas where he met the 
love of his life, Camille Thurmon. Married at the age of 19, the two 
of them began a life of service to God and man.  During his 
first assignment as an assistant pastor of the Village Church 
in South Lancaster, MA, he also organized the Leominster 
Church prior to continuing on to the seminary. After gradu-
ating from Andrews University in Berrien Springs, MI, Jim 
went on to pastor the Plainville/Meridian district in South-
ern New England and later became the Conference Evange-
list of the Southern New England Conference. Over his life, 
he served as a business owner and self-supporting evange-
list; Pastor of the Arlington Seventh-day Adventist Church; 
President of the Arkansas-Louisiana Conference of Seventh-
day Adventists; Vice President of the NAD; Pastor of the 
Dallas First Church; and President of Three Angels Broad-
casting Network. Jim spread the love of Jesus through doz-
ens of evangelistic series throughout the United States dur-
ing the 1970’s and 80’s as well as in Ukraine during the 
90’s; as a result, thousands accepted Jesus as their Savior. 
In his retirement, Jim pastored the Clermont Seventh-day 
Adventist Church and continued with speaking engagements and 
hosting over 40 trips to the Holy Land–the highlight of his year. He 
believed that God had called him to the ministry of encouragement 
and is known world over for his motto, “Keep on keeping on!” His 
ministry lives on through his books: Keep On Keeping On: Encour-
aging Stories to Carry You; The Battle Is the Lord's: Spiritual Strate-
gies for Victory in Your Daily Struggles; God With Us; God For Us; 
Fake News: How Satan's Lies Are Deceiving Millions; and Keep On 
Keeping On With Jesus: More Encouraging Stories to Help You. He 
is survived by his wife of 62 years, Camille; son, James William Gil-
ley, Jr.; daughter, Maryann Catherine Gilley Krueger; son, John 
Thurmon Gilley; daughter, Amy Camille Gilley Bearman; and his 
eleven grandchildren whom he adored. 

A graveside service was held on January 4, at Highland Memory 
Gardens in Forest City, FL. and a celebration of Jim’s life was held 
at the Dallas First SDA Church on Sabbath afternoon, February 4, 
2023.  We look forward to seeing Elder Gilley again when Jesus 
returns and we are reunited in glory. 



Speakers: Elder Richard C. Dye, Sr. and Elder Robert Costa 

Music: The King’s Heralds and Lisbeth Melgar 

 

The Northwest Arkansas Camp Meeting will 
take place at the usual time—the last week of 
May into the first week of June. Special 
speakers include Dr. Carlos Craig, Dr. Conrad 
Vine,  and Dr. Jud Lake. The speaker for the 
Youth will be Pastor Jorge Diaz. Ryan Day, 
Tim Parton and Jennifer LaMountain will 
present special music, and a special presenta-
tion from Rick Dye, our Arkansas-Louisiana 
Conference President. 

Franklin Avenue Baptist Church,  

8181 Lake Forest Blvd, New Orleans, LA 

After two weeks of evangelism in the greater New 
Orleans area, ending on Friday, May 12, in which 
we will be joined by the Union and Region Confer-
ences, our Louisiana Camp Meeting will follow on 
Sabbath, May 13. Spanish and English groups will 
be all together as one. After a fellowship meal, there 
will be additional sessions in the afternoon which 
will include music and more seminars. We pray for 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit during the weeks 
of evangelism and for a refreshing Sabbath. 

South Louisiana  
 

May 13, 2023 

Camp Meeting  



A High Sabbath at DeRidder 
 

Audry Austin is one of those people that makes you feel special. She makes 
amazing vegetarian/vegan dishes and is willing to help in any capacity. From 
helping clean the church during the week, to counting the offering to making 
sure that everyone feels comfortable, she seems to always be in the Lord’s ser-
vice. About two years ago, she moved from Baton Rouge to the Deridder area to 
be with her son and his family. While living in Baton Rouge years ago, she met a 
woman who introduced her to the Adventist faith. After relocating to DeRidder 
church, she deepened her relationship with her Lord and on January 28th, and 
rededicated her life to the Lord through baptism. The blessings did not end there 
as two more individuals went down into the watery grave of baptism. Luis and 
Imelda went from saying “I will'' to the thirteen baptismal vows to saying “I do” 
to God and then to each other. Luis and Imelda’s story began in Texas roughly 
three years ago when they both immigrated separately from Mexico. When she 
arrived in Texas, she met Luis, and they began dating. Together, they relocated 
to the Leesville, Louisiana area and started attending the DeRidder SDA church. 
After several months of baptismal classes led by brother Hector Torres, they de-

cided it was time for them to get baptized 
along with getting married. Pastor Jeffries 
with the help of a translator, did marriage 
counseling with the couple and on January 
28th, they committed themselves to God 
and each other through baptism in the 
morning and their wedding that evening. As 
the Sabbath ended that day, Luis and 
Imelda began their new lives together by 
professing their love for each other in front 
of family, including their three beautiful 
children, and friends. The wedding was 
sponsored by the DeRidder church family. 
It was a beautiful end to a spirit-filled Sab-
bath and a glorious day!  

—Written by Rosemarie Jeffries  

Visit our website for more information:  
https://www.arklayouth.com/events 

The Master Guide 
Camporee will be at  
361 Camp Yorktown Ln  

Mountain Pine, AR 
 

SCAN ME  

 



FOUR JOURNEYS, ONE DESTINATION 
 

Evangelism is defined as the spreading of the Christian gospel by public preaching or 
personal witness. The Seventh-day Adventist church is equipped with social media, 
friendship evangelism, Bible studies and pastors to share the good news of Jesus’s love 
for His children. In this way, many souls are making life changing decisions at the Lake 
Charles SDA church. Karen Smith was born and raised in Lake Charles. She grew up 
in the Baptist church. One day her son was scrolling through YouTube and listening to 
different sermons when he landed on a sermon about the Law of God. Karen’s son told 
his mom that she should listen to this. Karen listened to the message and as Walter 
Veith explained that Saturday was the Sabbath, Karen was captivated by what she 
heard. All her life she had never heard that Sunday was the first day of the week and 
Saturday was the seventh day. She continued to listen and searched for more sermons. 
After listening to other sermons, she decided that she must keep the Sabbath. After a 
few weeks, she googled which church keeps Sabbath. She learned about the SDA 
church. So, she searched for an Adventist church near her which happened to be Lake 
Charles. After three weeks of attending church and reading through the Fundamental 
Beliefs, she decided she wanted to be baptized and make Lake Charles her new church 
home. Friendship evangelism brought Matthew Martin Harris to  Lake Charles SDA 
Church. Matthew, a client of Church Elder Wade Smith struggled with smoking and 
health challenges. Falling on hard times, he reached out to Elder Wade who met his 

needs and shared the gospel with him. Several weeks went by and again Mat-
thew fell on hard times. This time he was blessed with a financial donation 
from the church. Elder Wade continued to share the love of Jesus and one Sab-
bath morning, Matthew called asking for a ride to church. After the service, he 
stayed for potluck and fellowshipped with many of the members. That day, he 
asked for Bible study. Through the Discovery Bible lessons, Matthew heard 
the call of his Savior which prompted him to stand after an appeal for baptism 
by Pastor Hillis Jeffries. Elder Wade was thankful God used him to help free a 
soul from sin. Janice Borden, a native of the Bay Islands of Honduras, recent-
ly moved to Lake Charles for a fresh start. Janice had grown up in a very strict 
Adventist home and church. Her grandmother, a pillar of the local Adventist 
church in Honduras, did not want Janice to get baptized at an early age. Janice 
continued attending church into her adult life. Shortly after arriving at Lake 
Charles, she started attending Lake Charles SDA church. Janice immediately 
became actively involved with the activities at the church. Elder Gibson and 
his wife Darla took a special interest in Janice and would invite her to open the 

Sabbath with them at their home. They learned 
Janice wasn’t baptized. And so they started doing 
Bible studies with her which led to Janice finally 
made the decision to get baptized. Lake Charles’ 
story doesn’t end there. Since the arrival of Pastor 
Jeffries, God has been moving attendees to make 
life changing decisions as he verbalizes weekly, 
“There are special privileges with church mem-
bership.” This along with many other sermons 
prompted James Garrett to add his name to the 
church role. Three years ago, James Garrett after 
listening to the preaching of Doug Bachelor, Ken-
neth Cox, and Ivor Myers, left his Baptist church 
because he wanted to keep all God’s command-
ments. He gave up unclean meat (a staple of Loui-
siana cuisine.) He kept hearing the words of Jesus, 
“If you love Me, keep My commandments.” Since 
he was already baptized through immersion and a 
faithful member of his former church, James 

joined the Lake Charles church through Affirmation of Faith. James was so excited 
for the day when he would become a member that he invited his entire family to wit-
ness his vows.  Evangelism forms the very backbone of our mission. As disciples of 
Christ we are praising God for the four lives that were obedient to the truths of His 
word.             --Written by Rosemarie Jeffries  James Garrett 

Janice Borden 

Matthew Martin Harris 

Karen Smith 



Dr. Nyla Juhl Imler, 70, of Amity AR, died October 31 at 10:13 AM, at Twin Rivers Rehab Center 

in Arkadelphia, after an extended illness.  The courage she demonstrated facing the day-to-day chal-

lenges of advanced Multiple Sclerosis, especially the last 10 years, was an inspiration to many.  She 

spent the last years of her illness at home under the care of her husband.  She was briefly in the Re-

hab facility at the time of her death. Born January 26, 1952, the daughter of Willis and Helen 

(VanTuyl) Stigge, Nyla married Richard Juhl in 1975, who died in 1991. In 1995, she married Toby 

Imler.  Nyla graduated from Oak Park Academy in 1970, Union College, Lincoln NE in 1973 as an 

RN, Loma Linda University in 1976 as a Nurse Practitioner, and from University of Texas Austin 

with a PhD in 1983. She spent her most of her career as a professor in nursing education, at Loma 

Linda University, University of North Dakota, and the Universities of Minnesota. In 2004, after 

retiring from their work in Minnesota, she and her husband served on the faculty at Ouachita Hills 

Academy/College in Amity until 2011. She loved to challenge students to think and left a huge im-

pact on many who have become teachers and pastors. As a lifetime Seventh Day Adventist, and 

member at Amity, her love for Jesus was profound and there is nothing she would not give for Him. 

Grant Will Increase Braille Access Worldwide 
 

LINCOLN, NE — Christian Record Services (CRS) has received $597,000 from the General 
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists to increase its braille production capacity. Funding 
will enable the ministry to add additional production space at its headquarters, purchase addi-
tional braille embossing equipment, and add one staff member to meet the increase in produc-

tion. After a three-year period, CRS expects to cover ongoing costs within its operating budget, which is primarily sup-
ported by faithful donors of the ministry. Randy Robinson, Treasurer/CFO for the Seventh-day Adventist Church in 
North America and member of the CRS Board of Directors, said, “Christian Record Services applied for funding avail-
able to all Divisions for ministry, and was awarded the funding, which will be a blessing to the ministry and the people 
it serves.”  
 

Globally, 1.1 billion people were living with vision loss in 2020, with 43 million who are blind and 295 million who 
have moderate to severe vision impairment [Source: IAPB]. In 2015, a study estimated 12.44 million people in the 
United States are blind or have a vision impairment, a number that is expected to double by 2050 [Source: CDC]. It’s 
not enough to assume people whose preferred reading format is braille have access to the Gospel through other means. 
Worldwide, there is a significant gap in access to braille and the ability to produce resources in braille for the Advent-
ist church, and for Christian resources in general. With limited capacity to produce braille in other regions of the Ad-
ventist Church, CRS is uniquely poised to help meet the growing needs of the global Church. 
 

Diane Thurber, president of CRS, says “We are incredibly grateful to be the recipient of these funds and are excited 
about the opportunity to expand our production capacity. Resources in braille are not only important to members of the 
Adventist Church who are blind but can be an important tool for local churches to expand their ministry within their 
communities, large or small, to people who are blind or experiencing vision loss. With this expansion, we will contrib-
ute to braille literacy and address the book famine that currently exists, with less than 10% of published works availa-
ble in accessible formats in developed countries and less than 1% in undeveloped countries.” 
 

The ministry’s current production capacity enables it to fulfill member requests from within the United States and its 
territories, and to fulfill current contracted services with Divisions worldwide, which includes the Adult Sabbath 
School Bible Study Guide and magazines produced by CRS. However, to meet the need of new braille requests, CRS 
will significantly increase its capacity for producing books and resources in braille and add production capacity for the 
existing library of braille books and resources that could be offered to the worldwide church by special request through 
contracted service agreements. It is anticipated the expansion will be completed by late summer 2023. 
 

The mission of CRS is to empower people who are blind to engage their communities 
and embrace the Blessed Hope. Located in Lincoln, Nebraska, CRS serves nearly 
18,000 members throughout the U.S. and in countries around the world, with approxi-
mately 10,000 members outside the United States. Membership and services are free 
to anyone who is legally blind. Outside the United States and its territories, CRS part-
ners with Division leadership, Adventist Possibility Ministries, and Canada confer-
ences through contracted service agreements. 
 

For more information about the ministry or to donate to provide more braille re-
sources in the United States and worldwide, visit www.christianrecord.org, call (402) 
488-0981, or email info@christianrecord.org.  

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YBPvEY1lnN7BcY7UUUAqiCZXg0oO2590fvzO98ZsHps0_43PfbnkmAWOoSQaeCj37_-lnO8zgVOaHj0BuVNeWqb-lMkcgfB4fsgti8NwcP8PXWFoYoGkv-J61b0u-O6uwXSaJ-Sj_MtKUxzPPXHRPeco-g4suUx7&c=xBuCvRVI8mlrSQXQQoph7GeKMgbW6HrC9KwJVgzeCu9O1m1bK8hAVA==&ch=yHxg
mailto:info@christianrecord.org


An Encounter with Adventist Education  
 

On January 21, 2023, the administration, staff, and K-8th students at Ozark Adventist School prepared and led the en-
tire worship service at the Gentry SDA Church in Gentry, Arkansas.  The service included a slideshow testimonial of 
the students and their experiences throughout the first semester of the year.  Students shared the children’s story, ren-
dered a memory verse recital, and sang beautiful music in both Spanish and English.  The staff and their families led 

out in the preliminaries and the sermon was presented by the Principal, 
Mrs. Tara Bailey, along with the 7th and 8th grade classes.  The sanctuary 
was transformed into a Bible classroom and the congregation was able to 
experience a lesson from North American Division’s recently adopted 
Bible Encounter Curriculum for Adventist Bible classes.  Mrs. Bailey, a 
certified trainer for the Encounter Curriculum, presented the two-fold 
objective for the morning’s Bible class.  The essential question: How 
does God get my attention? The Big Idea: God sometimes gets our atten-
tion by sending people to us with a message from Him. These objectives 
were met by intentionally focusing on the important fact that God does 
not give up on bringing us to His side but continues to call for us to 
come to Him!  To begin the lesson, the congregation was presented an 

important note: Talking is not 
teaching and listening is not 
learning.  Your involvement will 
seal your learning.  The congre-
gation instantly involved them-
selves in an interactive lesson on 
the prophet Elijah and how im-
portant it is to answer when God 
calls.  They 
were able to 
share the 

power of a Bible story and make discoveries for themselves.  Real life encounters in Scripture were 
recalled and they were able to reflect on how we can make God’s Word central in our lives.   
The student speakers shared their research on Biblical examples of God’s call to different individu-
als in the Bible, messages from God provided in the story of Elijah, and how the division of God’s 
people resulted in the reign of good and bad kings.  All of this emphasized how important it is to 
trust God as He leads.  The message culminated with a demonstration of how distractions in this 
world take us from the Lord’s side and far from hearing His call.  The demonstration included the 
three 8th grade students holding a bowl that represented Elijah, Baal, and Ashtoreth.  Each bowl 
held small balls that represented the nation of Israel.  As Elijah took balls from the other bowls, 
Baal and Ashtoreth could simultaneously take balls from his bowl.  This was to illustrate how dis-
tractions and sin in our lives take us away from 
God.  At the conclusion of the message, everyone 
received an invitation to choose Christ above all 
other things in this world.    

— Submitted by Tara Bailey,                
principal at Ozark Adventist School  



GET REGISTERED:  Camp starts in June … go to the website for details — arklayouth.com/summercamp 



Joyce Fortner was given the Lifetime Achievement 
Award from the NAD  Children’s Ministries during the 
Adventist Ministries Convention in Greensboro, NC in 
January. Was so awesome to see her there. 

 ~ Esther Doss 

Concert Unites Christian Schools in Shreveport 
 

On Thursday, March 30, Greater New Orleans Christian Academy under the leader-
ship of Rodil & Sheila Capobres stopped in at the Conference Office in Shreveport 
as part of their annual musical tour and presented the staff with a lovely worship 
concert. Teachers Derrell & Delecia Ezell and students from the Shreveport Advent-
ist Christian School, came to join the assembly, as well as some local church mem-
bers. We all sang praise songs together and then the students took turns presenting 
their talents on the bells, ukeleles, piano, chimes and with voices raised in song! 
 

Superintendent Tim Kripps spoke a few words to explain the dynamics of the educa-
tion system from the local level to worldwide. President Rick Dye spoke a few 
words of greeting. Following the concert, both schools were given a tour of the Con-
ference building and met the staff in their individual offices. Then we all sat down 
together to a tasty lunch of pizza and salad before everyone went on their way! 



2023 Schedule: 
 

Arkansas/East Texas   April 10-12 

Western Oklahoma/N New Mexico April 24-26 

Austin/San Antonio/Valley  May 1-4 

Houston    May 15-16 

Louisiana/East Texas   May 29-31 

West Texas/Southern New Mexico June 5-7 

Arkansas/East Texas   June 26-28 

Austin/San Antonio/Valley  July 10-14 

Houston    Aug 7-8 

Dallas     Aug 14 

Louisiana/East Texas   Aug 28-30 

West Texas/Southern New Mexico Sep 11-13 

Eastern Oklahoma/NW Arkansas Sep 25-27 

Arkansas/East Texas   Oct 9-11 

Western Oklahoma/N New Mexico Oct 23-25 

Dallas     Nov 6 

Austin/San Antonio/Valley  Nov 20-23 

Houston    Dec 4-5 
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ARKLA 
EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE 

MEETING 

PAC Meeting  

Pathfinders Honors 
Festivals by Area 

Volunteer/ Lay 
Pastor Training  

EDUCATION: Testing, through May 4th ————-> 

New Orleans  
EVANGELISM (w/ 

Union & Region 
April 29-May 12 

—Ed: May 4th -> 

SWAU—Alumni Weekend 

2nd Conference Level Master Guide Camporee 13-16th   

Master Guide 
Camporee 

GC Spring Meeting 

New Orleans  
EVANGELISM (w/ 

Union & Region 
April 29-May 12 

Children’s Ministries / 
VBS Training 

@ Little Rock, 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    
OFFICE 

                Little Rock: Field School of Evangelism (May 14—June 3rd 

OAA  

Graduation 

CYB: LIFEGUARD WEEK 5/30-6/3 

PAC Meeting  

EDUCATION: Testing, through May 4th ————-> 

Outdoor School @ CYB 

Spanish Lay Training 

(@ CYB) 

English Lay Training 
(@ CYB) 

MINISTERIAL:  
Pastor  

Development 
#2 

NWA Camp Meeting  (May 30-June 3) 

SWAU Graduation May 5-7 ——> 

SWAU  
Graduation  

South Louisiana 

Camp Mtg—
ENGLISH and 

SPANISH 

Union:  Women’s Ministries Retreat, 
19-21 in San Marcos, Texas 

Union:  Wom-
en’s Min. Retreat 

New Orleans EVANGELISM (w/ Union & Region) April 29-May 12 

New Orleans EVANGELISM (w/ Union & Region) April 29-May 12 

Little Rock: Field School of Evangelism (May 14—June 3rd 

Little Rock: Field School of Evangelism (May 14—June 3rd 

Memorial Day 



 

 

OUR HOURS 
 

Our office hours are from 8:00 am  

to 6:00 pm, Monday through  

Thursday. We are closed on 

Fridays.  Our office workers put  

in full-time hours; and the  

officers and department  

directors are often on the 

road serving our churches  

    and communities over  

     the weekend.  So if you  

       can’t reach us during  

      our normal working  

      hours, please leave a   

        message, or email:  

           info@arklac.org   

          We continuously  

             keep you all in  

              our prayers.  

             (We meet each  

    day for worship, so let us 

 know if you have special needs 

 and we will gladly add you to            

           our  prayer list.)  God bless you  

                                                      all! 

Arkansas-Louisiana Conference of SDA 
Phone: 318-631-6240 

www.arklac.org 
https://www.facebook.com/arklac/ 

2023 — EVENT LIST  
FOR CHURCHES IN THE ARKANSAS-LOUISIANA CONFERENCE 
       

APRIL  
Apr 1  Volunteer/Lay Pastor Training (Location TBD) 
Apr 8  PAC Meeting 
Apr 11  BOE Meeting  OAA/Zoom 
Apr 13  Conference Executive Committee Meeting 
Apr 13-16 Conference Second Level Master Guide Camporee 
Apr 23  Pathfinders Honor Festivals by area 
Apr 29-May 12 New Orleans Evangelism with Union & Region  
 

MAY 
May 1-12    New Orleans Evangelism continues... 
May 1-5      Outdoor School at Camp Yorktown Bay 
May 5-6      Spanish Lay Training @ CYB 
May 5-7      SWAU Graduation Weekend 
May 12        New Orleans Evangelism culminates on Friday  
May 13        South Louisiana Camp Meeting (English / Spanish) New Orleans 
May 14        Mother’s Day 
May 14-Jun 3    Little Rock: Field School of Evangelism 
May 18  Ministerial: Pastor Development #2 
May 19-20 English Lay Training at Camp Yorktown Bay 
May 19-21  Union Women’s Ministries Retreat in San Marcos, Texas 
May 21        PAC Meeting 
May 27  OAA Graduation 
May 29       Memorial Day (Office Closed) 
May 30-June 3   Northwest Arkansas Camp Meeting 
May 30-June 3 CYB: Lifeguard Week 
      JUNE 
      June 1-3 NWA Camp Meeting continues 
      June 1-3 CYB Lifeguard Week continues 
      June 4-10 CYB Staff Week 
      June 11-17 CYB Cub Camp 
      June 18  FATHER’s DAY 
      June 18-24 CYB Junior Camp   
      June 24  Volunteer/Lay Pastor Training 
      June 25-July 1 CYB Tween Camp 
     JULY 
     July 2-8  CYB Teen Camp 
     July 4  Independence Day, Office Closed 
     July 9-15 CYB Family Camp 
     July 20-31 Young Adult Mission Trip to Scotland 
     July 25  Union: Admin Retreat 
     July 31-Aug 5 ASI 
         AUGUST 
     Aug 1-5 ASI continues 
     Aug 5  Officer Training in Baton Rouge 
     Aug 19  Officer Training in Arkansas 
     Aug 22  Ministerial Pastor Development 3 
     SEPTEMBER 
     Sep 1-3  Spanish Family Camp 
     Sep 4  Labor Day, Holiday, Office Closed 
       


